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The Loire Valley is France’s most diverse wine region, producing 
exemplary wines in every style. Popularity of Loire Valley wines with 
sommeliers and wine writers has been growing steadily for the last 
ten years because of their variety. Loire Valley wines share important 
characteristics that make them perfect for contemporary taste:

• Moderate alcohol, refereshing acidity and minerality make them 
ideal food wines

• Pure expression of varietal and terroir unmaked by oak
• Excellent value

Although best known for crisp, dry, white wines, including definitive 
examples of Sauvignon Blanc and the unique seaside wines of 
Muscadet, and the rich aromatic white wines made from Chenin Blanc, 
the Loire Valley also produces fruity, red wines from Pinot Noir and 
Gamay and earthy, red wines from Cabernet Franc and Malbec. In 
addition, there are dry and off-dry rosé, elegant sparkling wines and 
luscious, sweet wines.

Fresh • Fruity • Friendly
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LOIRE VALLEY KEY FIGURES
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SOIL
The geological diversity contributes to the presence of a wide range 
of different soil types, all with varying exposures. This influences 
both the grape variety grown and the growers’ choice of agricultural 
practice. It also touches on the idea of terroir, which is so very 
important in the Loire. 

The Pays Nantais is made up of igneous and metamorphic rock from 
the Massif Armoricain, with chiefly gneiss, mica schists, greenstone 
and granite. In Anjou the subsoil is mainly slate, sandstone and 
carboniferous schists as well as volcanic rock, all originating from 
the Massif Armoricain. Between Angers and Saumur we see 
the transition between the older bedrock to the west and the 
sedimentary basin to the east. In the Saumurois and Touraine, the 
subsoil is made up of tuffeau limestone, sand and siliceous clay from 
the Paris Bassin. The terraces bordering the Loire and the Vienne 
comprise sand and pebbles, smoothed to roundness by the action 
of the water and deposited here over the years. Soil of Centre-Loire 
area, Kimmeridgien is mostly gravel and clay, with acidic, micaschist 
and sandstone rocks.

Primary Schist Precambrian 
Schist

White Chalk Yellow Chalk

Senonian Sand Senonian Clay Kimmeridgan Limestone Sand and Gravel
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CLIMATE
The Loire River and its many tributaries have a significant 
moderating effect on the vineyards. By creating a large range of 
microclimates all of which promote vine growth, they contribute 
to the wide diversity of the region’s wines. They also have a buffer 
effect, which is crucial notably for the production of rich, sweet 
wines.

In the Nantes vineyards, oceanic influences temper seasonal 
variations. Autumns and winters are mild, while summers are hot 
and often very humid. The Anjou vineyards enjoy an oceanic 
climate with mild winters, hot summers, plenty of sunshine and 
small variations in temperature. Some of the very dry microclimates 
promote the growth of Mediterranean plant life. In the Saumur 
vineyards, the hills provide a barrier to winds blowing from the 
west; the climate becomes semi-oceanic and seasonal variations are 
more pronounced. The vineyards of Touraine are at the crossroads 
of oceanic and continental influences. The climate in the Central 
vineyards is more continental, with wide seasonal variations in 
temperature.
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LOIRE VALLEY WINES PROFILES

1. White Wines : With vineyards totaling 49,000 acres, the Loire 
Valley is France’s largest white wine district. Offering varying 
degrees of residual sugars, Loire’s whites can be dry or semi-dry, 
supple or even sweet and they can even unveil a sparkling side. 
Regardless of the type preferred, all of Loire’s white wines are 
elegant and complex, feature many nuances and aromas, and 
display great depth and freshness.

2. Rosé Wines: Using various varietals and several different 
vinification processes, the Loire Valley offers without a doubt 
the widest selection of rosé styles of all French wine-producing 
regions. In fact, rosés represent a quarter of Loire’s production of 
AOC wines.

3. Red Wines : Loire’s red varietals are grown in an area covering 
about 24,700+ acres. Mostly single- varietal, Loire’s reds are 
full-bodied, bold wines, beaming with authenticity, all the while 
staying fruit- forward and friendly..

4. Sparkling Wines: Loire is the 1st AOC Fines Bulles region 
(non-Champagne). Loire sparklings have a good range of wines 
produced by the “méthode traditionnelle”. Several AOC white 
or rosé wines : brut, dry or medium-dry from Anjou to Touraine 
region Elegant and subtle wines with great finesse Chenin Blanc is 
the dominant grape and the exclusive one in Vouvray.
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WHITE VARIETALS
MELON DE BOURGOGNE
Commonly called: Melon de Bourgogne
Native to: Burgundy (Bourgogne). Introduced by monks in the 17th century.
Main AOCs: Muscadet, Muscadet-Sèvre-et-Maine, Muscadet Côtes-de-Grandlieu... 
Did you know? The crystalline rocks south east of Nantes give the grapes more 
finesse than those grown in areas of sedimentary rock. Muscadets are the only wines 
in the world made from Melon de Bourgogne.

CHENIN
Commonly called: Chenin
Also known as: Pineau de Loire
Native to: The Loire Valley. Around the 10th century, this variety was known as “Plant 
d’Anjou.” The current name was popularised by Rabelais in the 15th century.
Main AOCs: Anjou-Blanc, Bonnezeaux, Quarts-de-Chaume-Grand-Cru, Coteaux-du-
Layon, Coteaux-Du-Layon-Premier-Cru-Chaume, Savennières, Savennières-Roche-Aux-
Moines, Crémant-de-Loire, Saumur-Blanc, Saumur-Brut, Touraine, Vouvray…
Did you know? Chenin is the Loire Valley’s iconic grape variety. It is the region’s 
third most widely grown varietal, and expresses the richness of its Loire terroirs to 
the full. Chenin is a late ripener, adapting well to the various microclimates of Anjou 
and Touraine to produce a stunning range of wines, including the famous Loire Valley 
sweet wines.

SAUVIGNON 
Commonly called: Sauvignon
Native to: Loire Valley
Main AOCs: Touraine, Touraine-Oisly, Touraine-Chenonceaux Sancerre, Coteaux du 
Giennois, Pouilly Fumé, Menetou-Salon...
Did you know? Sauvignon is a fairly delicate grape, very sensitive to the prevailing 
soil and climate. It is one of the more aromatic varietals with many different nuances, 
all strongly influenced by the terroirs in which it grows.

CHARDONNAY
Commonly called: Chardonnay
Native to: Burgundy. This excellent continental varietal has been known in the Loire 
Valleyfor a long time, under the name of Auvernat.
Main AOCs: Anjou-Fines-Bulles, Crémant-de-Loire, Saumur-Brut, Saumur-Blanc, 
Touraine, Touraine-Mesland...
Did you know? Grown in poor, stony soils made up of siliceous clay and chalky clay, 
Chardonnay is at its best blended with other Loire Valley white grape varieties - 
particularly when used to produce   Crémant-de-Loire and Saumur-Brut.
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 RED VARIETALS

CABERNET FRANC
Commonly called: Cabernet Franc
Also known as: Breton
Native to: the Nantes region, but thought to come from the Basque Country in Spain. It is 
the Loire region’s chief red varietal, introduced in the 11th century.
Main AOCs: Anjou-Rouge, Rosé-d’Anjou, Rosé-de-Loire, Crémant-de-Loire, Saumur-
Rouge, Saumur-Champigny, Saumur-Puy-Notre-Dame, Saumur-Brut, Saint-Nicolas-de-
Bourgueil, Chinon...
Did you know? Commonly made into a single-varietal wine, Cabernet Franc finds its true 
expression in the Loire Valley. François Rabelais mentioned it in his work Gargantua and 
Pantagruel: “I mean of the good Breton wine, not that which grows in Britain, but in the 
good country of Verron.”

GAMAY
Commonly called: Gamay
Native to: The Centre-East region of France.
Main AOCs: Anjou-Gamay, Rosé-de-Loire, Rosé-d’Anjou, Touraine, Chateaumeillant...
Did you know? The white-juiced black Gamay grape is particularly widespread in 
Touraine, where it often makes a single-varietal wine. It prefers siliceous clay and granite 
soils to limestone, and can give surprisingly good results, especially when blended with 
Cabernet or Côt.

GROLLEAU
Commonly called: Grolleau
Also known as: Groslot
Native to: Touraine.
Main AOC: Anjou-Rouge, Rosé-d’Anjou, Rosé-de-Loire...
Did you know?  Grolleau gives fruity, semi-dry rosés. After Cabernet Franc and Gamay, it 
is the most widely grown red varietal in the Loire Valley and is a vigorous, resistant grape, 
accounting for one sixth of the region’s total production.

PINOT NOIR
Commonly called: Pinot Noir
Native to: Burgundy
Main AOCs: Chateaumeillant, Menetou-Salon, Sancerre...
Did you know? This variety can adapt to almost any climate, and is at its best growing in 
limestone soils. It can also be found in the east of Touraine.

CABERNET SAUVIGNON (as a blend)
Commonly called: Cabernet Sauvignon
Main AOCs: Anjou-Rouge, Rosé-d’Anjou, Rosé-De-Loire, Crémant-De-Loire, Saumur-
Rouge, Saumur-Champigny, Saumur-Puy-Notre-Dame, Saumur-Brut...

PINEAU D’AUNIS (as a blend)
Commonly called: Pineau d’Aunis
Also known as: Chenin Noir
Main AOCs: Anjou-Rouge, Rosé-d’Anjou, Rosé-de-Loire, Crémant-de-Loire, Saumur-Brut...

CÔT
Commonly called: Côt
Also known as: Malbec
Main AOCs: Rosé-de-Loire, Touraine, Touraine-Amboise, Touraine-Azay-Le-Rideau, 
Touraine-Chenonceaux, Touraine-Mesland, Coteaux-du-Loir...
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My Notes
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